
Former Host of NPR’s
Here & Now

Moderated by
Jeremy Hobson

Featured Speaker
Don Lemon

Co-Chairs:
Charlie Andrews (FOX), Dan Erlij (UTA), Marc Korman (WME), Francesca Orsi (HBO), 

Alejandro Uribe (Exile Content), and Odetta Watkins (Warner Bros Television)

THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021
 12:30-2:00 PM PT (3:30-5:00 PM ET / 8:30-10:00 PM GMT)

HRTS VIRTUAL
Brown bag with the Board
The Pandemic, SOcial Justice & Political Upheaval: 
A YEar Later, According to Don Lemon
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS Welcomes you

HRTS Advisory Council

Chris von Goetz
ICM Partners

David Acosta
City National Bank

Bela Bajaria
Netflix

Paul Buccieri
A+E Networks Group

Rafael Gomez
AMC Networks

Kate Adler
CBS Television Studios

Albert Cheng
Amazon Studios

Nick Grad
FX Entertainment

Christina Davis
Starz

Tara Duncan
Freeform

Scott Hervey
Weintraub Tobin

Cindy Holland Pearlena Igbokwe
Universal Studio Group

Marc Korman
WME Entertainment

Jordan Levin
Rooster Teeth

Greg Lipstone
Propagate Content

David Madden
Berlanti Productions

Philippe Maigret
ITV Studios America

Andrew Miller
CAA

Tina Perry
OWN, Oprah Winfrey 

Network

Craig Piligian
Pilgrim Media Group

Kim Rozenfeld
Half Full Studios

Robin Schwartz
Big Beach

Chris Selak
End of Episode

Beatrice Springborn
Universal Content Productions

Leigh Brecheen (Brecheen, Feldman, Breimer, Silver & Thompson, LLP), Matt Cherniss (Apple, Inc.), 
Stephen J. Davis, Andy Friendly (Andy Friendly Productions), Kelly Goode (Warner Bros Television), Gary 

Marenzi (Marenzi & Associates), Ian Moffitt (ICM Partners), John Morayniss (JDM Media), 
Gary Newman (Attention Capital), Eric Schrier (FX Entertainment) 

HRTS President
Odetta Watkins
Warner Bros. Television

HRTS Chair
Dan Erlij

UTA

HRTS VP
Francesca Orsi

HBO

HRTS Secretary
Charlie Andrews

FOX

HRTS Treasurer
Alejandro Uribe

Exile Content



A A   ORIGINAL FILMORIGINAL FILM

“BILLIE HOLIDAY IS A BRILLIANT,
BEAUTIFUL TALENT FOR THE AGES
CAPTURED THRILLINGLY 
BY ANDRA DAY.  
IT’S A STUNNING 
PERFORMANCE.” 

“ANDRA DAY’S SEARING
PERFORMANCE IS A MUST-SEE. 
SHE SIMPLY BECOMES 
BILLIE HOLIDAY,
WITH A PRESENCE AS
SINUOUS AS HER VOICE.”

® Hollywood Foreign Press Association. All rights reserved.



Thank You to Our Corporate Members
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SUPPORT
HRTS, 

the media 
industry’s 

premier
information and

networking 
forum.

increase
your industry
visibility and

access through
association 
with HRTS.

join
the select 

group of leading 
companies that 
comprise HRTS 

Corporate 
Membership!

The Hollywood Radio and Television Society  |  www.HRTS.org  |  memberservices@hrts.org  |  (818) 789-1182



FEATURED SPEAKER

DON LEMON
CNN Anchor and author of This Is The Fire

    Don Lemon anchors CNN Tonight with Don Lem-
on airing weeknights at 10pm. He also serves as 
a correspondent across CNN/U.S. programming. 
Based out of the network’s New York bureau, 
Lemon joined CNN in September 2006.

    A news veteran of Chicago, Lemon report-
ed from Chicago in the days leading up to 
the 2008 presidential election, including an 
interview with then-Rep. Rahm Emanuel on the 
day he accepted the position of Chief of Staff for 
President-elect Barack Obama.  He also interviewed 
Anne Cooper, the 106-year old voter President-elect 
Obama highlighted in his election night acceptance speech 
after he had seen Lemon’s interview with Cooper on CNN.

    He has served as moderator for CNN’s political town halls, co-moderated the first 2020 
Democratic Presidential Debate, and co-hosted Color of Covid special that addressed the 
pandemic’s impact on communities of color.Lemon served as the network’s leading voice 
guiding viewers through the death of George Floyd and summer of nationwide protests and 
riots.

   He has reported and anchored on-the-scene for CNN from many breaking news stories, 
including the Orlando shooting at Pulse Nightclub (2016), Charleston church shooting (2015), 
death of Freddie Gray while in police custody, the shooting of unarmed teenager Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, MO (2014), the George Zimmerman trial (2013), the Boston Marathon 
bombing (2013), the Philadelphia building collapse (2013), the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting (2012), the Colorado Theater Shooting (2012), the death of Whitney Hous-
ton, the Inaugural of the 44th President in Washington, D.C., the death of Michael Jackson 
(2009), Hurricane Gustav in Louisiana (2008) and the Minneapolis bridge collapse (2007).

Continued
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https://www.littlebrown.com/titles/don-lemon/this-is-the-fire/9780316257572/


FEATURED SPEAKER

   Lemon has also anchored the network’s breaking news coverage of the earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan, the Arab Spring, the death of Osama Bin Laden, and the Joplin tornado. He 
reported for CNN’s documentary Race and Rage: The Beating of Rodney King, which aired 20 
years to the day of the beating. He is also known for holding politicians and public officials 
accountable in his “No Talking Points” segment.

   He joined CNN after serving as a co-anchor for the 5 p.m. newscast for NBC5 News in Chi-
cago. He joined the station in August 2003 as an anchor and reporter after working in New 
York as a correspondent for NBC News, The Today Show, and NBC Nightly News. In addition 
to his reporting in New York, Lemon worked as an anchor on Weekend Today and on MSNBC. 
While at NBC, he covered the explosion of Space Shuttle Columbia, SARS in Canada, and 
numerous other stories of national and global importance.

   In addition to NBC5 and NBC News, Lemon has served as a weekend anchor and general 
assignment reporter for WCAU-TV, an NBC affiliate in Philadelphia, an anchor and investiga-
tive reporter for KTVI-TV in St. Louis, and an anchor for WBRC-TV in Birmingham. He began 
his career at WNYW in New York City as a news assistant while still in college.
In 2009, Ebony named him as one of the Ebony Power 150: the most influential Blacks in 
America. He has won an Edward R. Murrow award for his coverage of the capture of the 
Washington, D.C. snipers. He won an Emmy for a special report on real estate in Chicagoland 
and various other awards for his reporting on the AIDS epidemic in Africa and Hurricane 
Katrina. In 2006, he won three more local Emmys for his reporting in Africa and a business 
feature about Craigslist, an online community.

   Lemon serves as an adjunct professor at Brooklyn College, teaching and participating in 
a curriculum designed around new media. He earned a degree in broadcast journalism from 
Brooklyn College and also attended Louisiana State University.
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MODERATOR

JEREMY HOBSON
Former Host of NPR’s Here & Now

    Award-winning journalist Jeremy Hobson is 
the former host of NPR’s Here & Now, which 
he helped grow into public radio’s top midday 
news program, tripling the audience to more 
than five million in just a few years.  On Here 
& Now, he held political and business leaders 
to account, and interviewed musicians, actors, 
scientists, historians, journalists and others 
with the ultimate goal of informing and enlight-
ening his audience and connecting the news to 
them. 

    At the age of 28, he became the youngest national host in 
public radio’s history, anchoring the Marketplace Morning Report, the most-lis-
tened-to business program in America. As host, he interviewed some of the titans 
of business including Warren Buffett, Bill and Melinda Gates and Richard Branson.

    Hobson has reported extensively from the field, including Brexit coverage in the UK, immi-
gration coverage in Mexico, and live broadcasts from more than 20 states.  He hosted Here & 
Now from a porch in front of Old Faithful to celebrate the 100th birthday of the National Park 
Service, and reported from Ferguson, Missouri following the police killing of Michael Brown.
Hobson has also anchored live special coverage for NPR during breaking news events, 
including day-long coverage of the Kavanaugh nomination hearings, Robert Mueller’s 
congressional testimony, and the House Judiciary Committee’s historic vote on Articles of 
Impeachment.

    Hobson’s journalism is strengthened by his background as a reporter and producer. He was 
the lead Wall Street reporter for Marketplace during the 2008 financial crisis, and covered the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy in New York in 2012. In 2003, he worked with NPR’s Guy Raz in 
Turkey as the Iraq War began.

    Hobson’s decades-long broadcasting career began at the age of nine when he started 
contributing to a program called Treehouse Radio in his home town of Urbana, Illinois. 
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HRTS CALeNDAR
Stay informed about HRTS events. Check out the events calendar on 

HRTS.org/events

All Events Hosted on Zoom

Getting together, Apart
To be added to the HRTS Monthly Newsletter, please send an email to info@hrts.org 

with “add me” in the subject line. And follow us on social!

Upcoming Events
March 31, 2021
Associates LA 

Kids Programming in 2021

April 15, 2021
JHRTS LA 

Resume Seminar “Landing the Job “Landing the Job: Stand-out Resumes, 
Cover Letters, and Interviews in a Virtual World”

April 20, 2021
HRTS Virtual

Spotlight: 3rd Annual How DE&I 
Drives Innovation | Presented A+E Networks Group

Contributing Sponsor: Endemol Shine North America

Date TBA
HRTS Virtual

HRTS Spotlight: How to Make TV in a Pandemic (working title)

Date TBA
HRTS Virtual

Brown Bag with the Board: Latinx Inclusion (working title)

Registration Opening Soon

Registration Opening Soon

Registration Opening Soon

Registration Opening Soon

https://www.facebook.com/hrts.org/
https://www.instagram.com/hrtsofficial/
https://twitter.com/hrtsnewsmaker
https://hrts.org/class/hrts-associates-la-kids-programming-in-2021/?wcs_timestamp=1617213600




NEW! Corporate Member access to recordings of timely virtual events to share with your teams.

NEW! We are now publishing virtual event programs. For information on how to support 
HRTS by purchasing an ad in our programs, please email us at info@hrts.org.

Corporate Members: Increased ticket allotment for HRTS Virtual events; Complimentary 
registrations to JHRTS and Associates events you may gift to employees.

Individual Members (All Levels): All HRTS Virtual events are currently complimentary to 
individual members at all levels (HRTS Executive, HRTS Associate, JHRTS, and HRTS Academic) 

based on availability.

Expanded JHRTS and HRTS Associates Programming: JHRTS-LA, JHRTS-NY, HRTS 
Associates-LA, and HRTS Associates-NY have increased the number of scheduled events while 

we are holding them virtually. Many are open to corresponding members on the other coast.

To Streamline Registration and Login: Please check that your HRTS Member Profile is up 
to date. Access your member portal HERE, where you may update contact info; renew your 

membership, and access services and resources such as the HRTS Channel’s exclusive member 
archive of past events. You must be logged in to register for our events. 

Questions about new HRTS Virtual member benefits? Please email HRTS Director of Member 
Services Elvia Gonzalez (elvia@hrts.org).

www.HRTS.org

HRTS VIRTUAL
KEEPING THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY CONNECTED

WELCOME TO

https://hrts.org/corporate-membership
https://hrts.org/membership
https://www.hrts.org/members/


HRTS membership discount 

Promo code: HRTSBANFF21

1:1 meetings | Private screening rooms | Industry Panels  
Master Classes | Global buyers | Top creatives | Media leaders

networking
the world

June 14-July 16 
2021

http://live.realscreen.com


All HRTS members are eligible to enjoy exclusive member perks thanks to our sponsors, partnerships, 
and all of our members’ support. Please view the list below for current and upcoming perks and 

instructions on how HRTS members can partake. Here are the latest perks! 

BANFF’S WORLD MEDIA FESTIVAL | June 14 – July 16
Exclusive to HRTS Members: $300 OFF Entry Fee

Just because we are not physically together doesn’t mean we can’t make meaningful industry 
connections. Meet face to face from the comfort of your office or home, listen and ask ques-
tions in intimate sessions with showrunners and directors, enjoy a beverage with executives and 
buyers, or even pitch your project. We make it all possible. These networking opportunities are 
available exclusively with the MARKETPLACE PASS.

More HRTS Member Perks may be found HERE. 

Member Perks

Please log in to your Member Portal to access HRTS Member Perks.

*Continued*

VARIETY
Variety offers exclusive discounts for HRTS Members. Access the latest, most trusted news 
and information from the iconic media company, Variety.

Get Variety for only $99/year. (79% off the cover price)

Your annual subscription includes:

-          Print and digital access
-          Special Reports
-          Access to 15 Years of Variety Archives

Log in to your Member Portal to access this offer.

VARIETY INTELLIGENCE PLATFORM (VIP+)

VIP+ is a subscription-based service that offers high-level professionals relevant industry data 
and analysis focusing on actionable insights so your company can perform with precision and 
confidence. VIP’s dedicated team of media analysts, editors and experts do the work for you.

Subscribe to Variety Intelligence Platform for $31.99/month (20% off for first time sub-
scribers) Subscription includes:

-          Monthly in-depth special reports on a broad range of subjects relevant to the media business
-          Compelling decks stacked with need-to-know data charts
-          Weekly Newsletter
-          In-depth analysis
-          Now includes video sessions from previous Variety Summits

Subscribe Here

https://hrts.org/about/member-perks/
http://hrts.org/members/
https://hrts.org/members/
https://subscribe.variety.com/vip-subscribe-hrts


All HRTS members are eligible to enjoy exclusive member perks thanks to our sponsors, partnerships, 
and all of our members’ support. Please view the list below for current and upcoming perks and 

instructions on how HRTS members can partake. Here are the latest perks! 

Member Perks

Please log in to your Member Portal to access HRTS Member Perks.

THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER
May – September

The Hollywood Reporter and HRTS have partnered up for an exclusive new HRTS Executive 
member perk: 
Complimentary THR magazines throughout Emmy season (May through September)!

Current HRTS Executive members who would like to receive magazines must have their most 
current mailing address on file with HRTS. Go to your Member Dashboard HERE to make sure 
your mailing address is up to date. If you are a new member, make sure you submit a mailing 
address to us when purchasing a membership.

PLAYBACK
30% Annual Subscription Discount for Members & Complimentary Access to Indie List 
AMPLIFIED

Read up on Canada’s Top 30 indie producers with Playback’s Indie List AMPLIFIED.  Click 
through for access to in-depth prodco listings and contacts, PLUS expert coverage on a re-
cord-setting 2019 and the path forward in this new normal. 

HRTS, Associate, JHRTS, and Academic Members receive 30% off an annual subscription to 
Playback, Canada’s leading TV & film industry publication. Access your promo code by logging 
into your Member Portal.

More HRTS Member Perks may be found HERE.

http://hrts.org/members/
https://hrts.org/members/
https://playbackonline.ca/2020/10/29/amplified/
https://hrts.org/about/member-perks/


WE’VE GOT TV COVERED.

VARIETY.COM

Subscribe Now.

HOME  >  BIZ  > PEOPLE NEWS Jan 13, 2021 12:30pm PT

Hollywood Radio and Television Society 
Reups Melissa Grego as CEO, Announces 
Newly-Elected Execs and Advisory Council

HRTS MEMBER RATES

VITAL DATA. 
VARIETY  
INTELLIGENCE 
PLATFORM

Subscribe today at  
variety.com/introducingVIP

VIP provides premium entertainment 
business news research that includes:

In-depth 
analysis

Trends Monthly 
deep-dive 

special 
reports

Weekly 
newsletter

Compelling 
decks stacked 

with need-
to-know data 

charts

PLUS: Now 
includes video 
sessions from 

previous 
Variety 

summits

VARIETY MAGAZINE
 print + digital  

$99 / year 
79% off the cover price

VARIETY INTELLIGENCE  
PLATFORM SUBSCRIPTION

$31.99 / month 
or 

$319.99 / year + one month free  
20% off for first-time subscribers

https://hrts.org/about/member-perks/


CONTACT US

ABOUT HRTS

12348 Ventura Blvd #285
Studio City, CA 91604

Phone: (818) 789-1182
Fax: (818) 789-1210

FB: facebook.com/hrts.org  |  IG: @hrtsofficial  |  T: @HRTSNewsmaker

Kira Hodge-Rochon
Director of Operations

kira@hrts.org

PR INQUIRIES:
Jennifer St. Clair | Hello St. Clair

press@hrts.org
jennifer@hellostclair.com

Elvia Gonzalez
Director of Member Services

elvia@hrts.org

Benjamin Romero
Graphics Assistant
benjamin@hrts.org

Josetta Monk
Administrative and Operations 

Coordinator
josetta@hrts.org

Melissa Grego
CEO

melissa@hrts.org

Nicole Hancock
Administrative and Operations 

Coordinator
nicole@hrts.org

Since 1947, the Hollywood Radio & Television Society (HRTS) 
has been recognized as our industry’s premier information and 

networking forum. Led by a Board of Directors comprising TV, media, 
and entertainment’s most distinguished leaders and incorporating 
participation from the top companies across the landscape, HRTS 

maintains our 70-year tradition of providing an unparalleled forum for 
fostering conversation and community through regularly scheduled 

member events, a thriving mentorship program and other initiatives in 
Los Angeles, New York City and around the world.
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http://www.facebook.com/hrts.org
https://www.instagram.com/hrtsofficial/
https://twitter.com/hrtsnewsmaker


https://rockies.playbackonline.ca/


HRTS is a community of leading TV and 
entertainment professionals working 
in partnership to connect, educate and 
provide access to the industry. 

JOIN 50+ LEADING COMPANIES IN TV AND ENTERTAINMENT AS A CORPORATE MEMBER – 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR COMPANIES OF EVERY SIZE

COMMUNITY FOR EVERY CAREER STAGE – ACADEMIC, JUNIOR HRTS (JHRTS), ASSOCIATES 
AND EXECUTIVE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

•  Thriving Annual Mentorship Program on Both Coasts!  •

Member resources such as the Diversity & Inclusion Resource Guide 
and best available rates for partner events and subscriptions

INTRODUCING HRTS VIRTUAL - Thanks to our members and the leadership of our esteemed 
Board of Directors, HRTS is able to provide unparalleled forums for members to connect as a 

community around the world on the most relevant topics of the moment

COVID-19 relief payment plans for
 membership dues available HRTS is a 501(C)(6) non-profit association.www.hrts.org


